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Anti-Biblical Mysticism 

If it is true that “Mr. Stam has no-right 
to suggest what the leading of the Lord 
might be for another,” as the pseudonym- 
ous “Matthew Carl”. . . 
October issue, then. . . 


tells us in the 
it would follow 
that no pastor has a right to take his Bible 
and point out the “thus saith the Lord” to 
an erring brother. Paul’s words to Timo- 
thy, “Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all 
longsuffering and teaching” (II Timothy 
4:2), and a hundred other scriptural com- 
mand- ‘9 Ckristian leaders must all be 
aside in the interest of anti-Bib- 
lical mysticism. 
President. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr. 
National Bible Institute 
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Pettinesses 

... I have been an enthusiastic and 
critical reader of HIS since its inception. 
It is the one Christian magazine I read 
from cover to cover. I like its vigorous, 
original approach to spiritual problems 
and its fearless attack on many of the 
little pettinesses with which we Christians 
so often unconsciously surround ourselves, 
the “thou shalt nots” which make our re 
ligion and our Christ unattractive to those 
outside. 
Teachers Christian Margaret Clarkson 
Fellowship 
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Disagrees About Prayer 
. . . I say that Major Smiley (October. 
Readers Say) missed the whole point of 


“Some Pray and Die” . As for our 


to 


changing God’s mind—!! Change must be 
for the better or worse; this is not possible 


for God. Prayer changes our minds, not 


His. “He changeth not. . .” Men don’t 
move God in prayer; God moves men in 
prayer. 
Bob Cressy 
<x x x 
Snappy 


I like this little magazine. It’s snappy. 
it has got to be read, and that is selling it. 
Australia Dr. Paul White 
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Evangelical Students 


Help Collect Clothing 
For Stricken 


Europe 


by Mary Anne Klein 


+. HE Nationa} Association of Evangel- 
icals recently tossed a bombshell into 
fundamental circles with the announce- 
ment of the ngwly-formed Commission 
for European Post Wa Relief. 

Designed tg ,organize'an all-out drive 
for funds and clothing tp aid war-strick- 
en Europe, the Commission is already 
engaged in contacting 900 Gospel broad- 
casters, 300 religioug! periodicals and 
thousands of churchesfwith an appeal for 
immediate assistance. 

Often phlegmatic toward social wel- 
fare, many evangelicals have become 
thoroughly aroused by reports of des- 
perate physical suffering facing Euro- 
peans this winter in countries where the 
enemy has been swept out, leaving a trail 
of starvation, disease and exposure. 
Food and medicines are being shipped 














A US. Army Medical corpsman treats the 
wounds of a terror stricken French tot. The 
child at the left is said to be wounded. Chil- 
dren's garments of all kinds are needed badly. 





to Belgium, France, Netherlands and 
other suffering countries by the Presi- 
dents’ War Relief Control Board and 
various embassies, But the problem of 
adequate clothing to protect these people 
from the blasts of the fast approaching 
winter is more difficult. 

Clothing cannot be manufactured or 
bought in large enough quantities to 
meet the urgent need. For this reason, 
the Federal Council of Churches, some 
Jewish and Catholic organizations, and 
other independent groups have pooled 
their efforts in a united drive for cloth- 
ing to be sent out through the UNRRA 
(United Nations Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Agency). 
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But the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals feels that this type of distribu- 
tion will necessarily deprive Christians in 
this country as well as missionaries 
abroad of a priceless opportunity to give 
these unfortunate victims of war some- 
thing more than physical comfort. Al- 
though relief will be offered under the 
new commission without regard to race 
or religion and not as propaganda for 
the protestant faith, yet it will be pos- 
sible to combine most effectively a spirit- 
ual ministry with this service. 

To accomplish this, the National As- 
sociation of Evangelicals will work 
through missionary organizations al- 





ready on the field. Areas to be covered 
are only partially outlined at present. 
Belgium, Netherlands and France will 
definitely be included. Negotiations are 
under way to work through the Chris- 
tian Reformed groups in the Nether- 
lands, the Belgian Gospel Mission in Bel- 
gium, and the French Protestant Church 
in France. 

Urgently needed is clothing of every 
sort. Specifically requested are children’s 
garments of all kinds, especially knitted 
goods for infants; coats, suits, sweaters, 
underwear, night clothes for men and 
boys; coats, dresses, sweaters, shawls, 
etc. for women and girls; blankets, quilts, 
bedding of all kinds. 
Clothes should be in 
good, wearable condi- 
tion, mended and clean, 
but not ironed or press- 
ed. Although the need 
is for clothing, more 
clothing and still more 
clothing, thousands of 
dollars in cash are need- 
ed. 

It is expected that 
most of the work con- 
nected with this enter- 
prise will be done by 
volunteers, but there will 
be heavy cost for ware- 
house space and trans- 
portation. 


This aged Italian woman, 8 
war refugee, presents the 
tragic plight of Europe's mil- 
lions. They need bread and 
clothes along with the Gos- 
pel. 
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To raise funds for this purpose, the 
N.A.E. urges the general adoption of 
the plan used by the Park Street Church 
of Boston, which.asks its members to do 
without one meal a week until Easter 
and put the proceeds into the War Relief 
Fund. 

By this plan, the Park Street Church 
has raised $2,000 each year for the past 
two years for relief work. 

Plans are rapidly assuming final form 
in the nation-wide campaign. Details are 
simple: Clothing will be collected by 
participating Christian groups and will 
be temporarily stored, if possible, in 
local centers, churches, schools, etc. 
Such temporary storage is requested 
where practical to relieve congestion at 
headquarters, If this is not possible, bun- 
dies should be sent directly to N.A.E. 
War Relief, Boston, Massachusetts. 

For the Middle West, Chicagoland 
Youth for Christ, Zone 41, Chicago Illi- 
nois, will hold material sent in to them 
for this purpose, or brought to the Sat- 
urday night rallies, which are held week- 
ly at the Moody Memorial Church in 
Chicago. 

Gifts of money should be sent direct- 
ly to the N.A.E. War Relief, 120 Tre- 
mont Street, Rm. 414, Boston 8, Mass. 

Materials designated specifically for 
Belgium, can also be sent directly to 
the Belgium Gospel Mission, Care, Chas. 
J. Grant, 4500 Woodland Avenue, Phil- 
adelphia, 43, Penna. 

Christian students are being urged to 
cooperate in every way with this effort. 
When the project was presented at the 
Inter-Varsity monthly meeting in Phila- 
delphia last month, students responded 
enthusiastically, and plans were laid for 
a concentrated drive on campuses of that 


area. Collections will be made in dormi- 
tories by individual students or as chap- 
ter projects. This is an opportunity for 
Christian students of America to demon- 
strate Christian love and sacrifice for 
their fellow students in Europe. 


THE CHRISTIAN AND THE 


SUCIAL GOSPEL 


fea Editorial 


G Hockey silence is apt to fall over 
evangelical circles at the mention of 
the social gospel. There is no time for 
such stuff, many evangelicals claim, if 
one is doing a proper job of preaching 
the gospel. 

As a consequence, the evangelical is 
all too often known for his harsh words 
rather than for his kind deeds. Too fre- 
quently on the campus he is known as 
one who is intolerant of the beliefs of 
others and their conduct rather than as 
one who would make the ideal room- 
mate or lab partner. 

But our Lord Jesus Christ did not take 
that attitude when He was here among 
men. He preached not only the Gospel 
of God, but also the necessity of being 
kind one to another even as our Heav- 
enly Father has been kind to us. Un- 
compromising in truth, He was also un- 
compromising in love. 

The Apostle Paul was a strong advo- 
cate of the social aspects of the Gospel. 
He believed in living the life as well as 
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trusting Christ as Saviour. He held the 
truth uncompromisingly. But he held the 


truth in love. Pleading against the heresy . 


of salvation by works, he did not hesi- 
tate to organize and plead with Chris- 
tians to send relief to the church at 
Jerusalem when the brethren there faced 
starvation. 


Nor did he stop, in his urging of prac- 
tical kindness, with those who were 
Christians. He strictly admonished to 
“do good unto all men, especially those 
that are of the household of God” (Gal. 
6:10). One’s own household and Chris- 
tians everywhere are to be the objects 
of special care, but the unsaved com- 
munity is also to be included in the min- 
istrations of the church. 


Wesley took the same attitude, and 
thus the gospel transformed England. 
John Wesley refused to sanction the be- 
lief that to preach the Gospel meant 
only to verbally present the message of 
salvation. He spoke in indignation 
against those who “bawled out some 
gospel text and thought they had done 
their duty.” He insisted on living the life 
as well as believing the creed, insisted 
that his people share their bread as 
well as their Bible, and he himself was 
an outstanding example of what he 
preached. 


History is full of illustrations of born- 
again Christians who have led in social 
reformation while preaching the Word. 
Shaftsbury against slavery, Elizabeth 
Fry and prison reform, the Moravians, 
George Muller of Bristol—are examples. 
And today many evangelicals continue 
this Christ-honoring tradition of obedi- 
ence to His command of love. 

What has happened, then, that today 


so many evangelicals frown upon the 
social aspects of the Gospel? 
Probably the reason is that the basic 
creed of the modernist is to emulate the 
love of Christ as He went about doing 
good. But the modernist does not believe 
in personal salvation through the atone- 
ment of Christ. Because the evangelical 
does believe this and knows it to be ab- 
solutely vital, he has a real and justified 
fear of the false position of the modern- 
from salvation into eternal loss. 
ist, who he feels is leading people away 


And so, fearing the modernist because 
of what he believes, the evangelical dis- 
counts and derides what the modernist 
does. Thus, the evangelical has violently 
reacted against the social aspects of the 
Gospel as modernism. 


HIS believes that we who are Chris- 
tians—who believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ has died for us—ought to be fore- 
most in our practice of the social aspects 
of the Gospel along with our proclama- 
tion of the Saviour. We believe that our 
major job as Christians is, surprisingly 
enough, not to preach the Gospel, but to 
be used to win men and women to 
Christ. That includes the absolute neces- 
sity of witnessing. But it involves more 
than giving out the words of salvation. 
It means living so helpfully that others 
will see our good works and glorify our 
Father in Heavan. 

Such a life is not easy. It requires in- 
convenience. Like cleaning the room 


when it isn’t your turn. 


But the result? Happiness and use- 
ability. New friendship with the Lord 
Jesus. “You are my friends,” He said, 
“If you do the things | command. This 
is my commandment, to love one anoth- 
er even as I have loved you.” 
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Robert Walker 


a chap told me the other day of 

meeting a friend of his—a law- 
yer. In the course of the conversation 
my friend said, “You’re a lawyer—tell 
me, why are there so few Christian law- 
yers?” 

“That’s true,” he admitted, “there 
aren’t many lawyers who have accepted 
the Gospel story of Christ. I practiced 
many years before I knew Christ. But do 
you know, I have observed one signifi- 
cant fact. I have never met a single 
lawyer who has read the other side of the 
case—the evidence presented in the New 
Testament—and who has come away 
without a saving knowledge of this 
Christ.” 

That sounds like a broad statement. | 
might have doubted it myself except for 
a similar experience in my own life. . . 

Nine years ago I decided to read the 
Bible. 

Why did I read such fanciful stories, 
myths and half truths? 

Well, I had determined to become a 
student of literature—a writer, and | 
knew that practically all good writing of 
the past was based upon the Bible. 
I knew too, that some of the most suc- 
cessful writers of the day turned often to 
the Bible for plots as well as for pattern 
for developing their style. 

So I started to read, beginning at the 
same time in Genesis and Matthew—the 
first books of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, That was the summer vacation 





between my junior and senior years in 
college. 

July slipped by, then came August. | 
had reached Job in the Old Testament 
and Luke in the New. 

At first I had spent an hour a day 
reading. 

Now it was more likely to be three or 
four. 

Then came that day in late August in 
that little cabin on the shores of Lake 
Superior when I read, “He that believeth 
on Him is not condemned, but be that 
believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cause he bath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God.” 

That started me thinking. 

Up to this time I had been reading 
merely for the excellency of expression. 

Now I was face to face with actual 
facts of history—with a man who had 
performed miracles and who claimed to 
be able to perform a miracle in my life. 

. . . But I questioned the wisdom of 
giving up all the pleasures I had—just 





Just before bis senior year at Northwestern 
University, Bob Walker became a Christian. 
Before that—he even attenfled a Christian 
college for a year or two—he refused to take 
seriously what people told bim about Christ. 
Then one day he began reading his Bible..... 
Today, ten years later, he edits SUNDAY, 
widely read general interest monthly for 
Christians, in which he successfully uses the 
same appealing style he pioneered as first 
editor of HIS. In addition, be serves on boards 
of several Christian organizations plus bold- 
ing an important post with the Club Alum- 
inum Company. 








in order to become a Christian. 

I kept on reading. 

Another week passed and | read that 
the fruit of the knowledge of Christ is 
“Jove, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle- 
ness, faith . . .” Qualities | had long 
wanted, long attempted to gain—and 
had never found. One night might be a 
glorious experience but the next day 
was a headache. But here was something 
different—something permanent. 

And if this record I had been reading 
were true, then I could have assurance 
of constant joy and peace here as well as 
in that doubtful—yes, mysterious period 
after death over which I had often puz- 
zled. 

But how could I get this assurance? | 
wasn’t good enough—I didn’t go to 
church enough. Then I remembered | 
had read somewhere, “Not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, 
but acording to his mercy he saved us 


So far so good—but still the question 
was, “How?” 

I went back,-looking for the answer. 
I discovered that the answer apparently 
lay in the word “believe.” “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
ceived... .” “Tor God so loved the 
w +d that he gave his only begotten Son, 
tha. whosoever belicvetb on him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” 

Whosoever must mean me. Then, | 
must believe on Him—Jesus Christ. That 
was half of what I wanted. 

But I wasn’t sure yet. 

How did I know that this wasn’t just 
some neurotic fantasy—a psychological 
problem. | didn’t, but neither could | 
prove it wasn’t real. 

So I decided on a test. 

I began to do something that at first 


seemed silly—I began to pray: “God, 
whoever you are, if it is true that Christ 


-died to save me, somehow show me bow 


to believe.” 

Meanwhile, I kept reading. . . And, 
gradually, the truth of the book opened 
up to me. 

And when | left the Michigan woods 
that fall for my senior year at the uni- 
versity, I was filled with the joy and as- 
surance that Christ was my Saviour. 

I know this is a day when it isn’t fash- 
ionable to speak of certainties. The 
scientist speaks of relative values—the 
philosopher tells us that truth itself is 
only an individual experience—that 
there is a different set of truths for each 
of us. In other words, authorities have 
finally discovered that man is not capable 
of finding the Truth in himself—he is 
only finite. 

But I have found the real truth—not 
in man the finite, but in Christ Jesus the 
infinite, the only mediator between God 
and man. And this Truth does not vary 
—that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom we are chief. 
Not trusting in the riches or position of 
this world—but in the Word of God that 
liveth and abideth forever. 

Narrow? 

Yes, I have had a lot of persons tell me 
| am narrow—that | am missing half of 
life. 

But let’s look at their criticism objec- 
tively. 

They have krown only one life and 
they base their whole argument on it. On 
the other hand, we who are in Christ 
know both sides of the question: we 
have lived the life they are now living, 
and we have lived the life in Christ. 

. .. And having experienced bo:h, 
we choose the latter. 
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The writer’s Father, Harry Rimmer, is well known in evangelical circles 


DEATH OF A NAZI 


Somewhere in Italy 


Dear Dad, 

This letter is to tell you about the most 
magnificient testimony that I have ever 
witnessed, I’m going to try to describe it 
to you just as I experienced it. 

Recently I had the privilege (?) of 
walking into a town with the first Amer- 
ican troops to occupy it. 

The town had been long contested by 
the Germans but finally, due as much to 


poor position as to terrific Allied shelling 
they had departed. They left little. 


I picked my way carefully down the 
street stepping so as to avoid holes that 


shellfire had left. Holes that made the 
streets impassable to motor traffic of any 
kind. 

Here and there I climbed over a heap 
of rubble that blocked the street from 
one side to the other, rubble that had once 
been a home or a building. 

Buildings that had given the appear- 
ance of standing when seen from a dis- 
tance showed themselves to be only one 


‘ or two walls or at the most three walls 


completely gutted, mocking edifices 
robbed of the hope of ever being of any 
use to man again. 

The Germans were shelling the town 
in a desultory manner and every minute 
or. two an ear-torturing snarl and crash 
shook the debris. 

The point of impact of each shell was 
marked by a gyser of dirt, bricks, wood 
and scraps of humanity pointing skyward 
like a finger. A gyser that soon fell back 


onto the filthy earth. 
One wall standing alone in the midst of 


complete chaos caught my eye. High upon 


that wall there hung a crucifix suspended 
by some miracle when everything around 


it had collapsed and disintegrated. 


The figure on the cross looked down 
on a scene of unholy carnage. Bodies of 
the dead lay in the various awkward poses 
that only the dead can assume. These 
same bodies gave birth to the stench that 
only those who walk among the dead can 
know. One figure was set apart. 

It was the body of a young German 
soldier who had been hit in the leg by a 
piece of shrapnel. 

The hole in his leg was big and in a bad 
place. It was so high that a tourniquet 
couldn’t be properly applied. He had tried 
to apply one by removing his belt and 
twisting it around what was left of his 
leg. It had been obvious even to him that 
this was not going to be successful for he 
apparently had abandoned his efforts and 
pulled out a little New Testament to read. 

He made a picture that I will spend the 
rest of my life forgetting. . . . The belt 
lying loosely around what had once been 
a leg, the open Bible half fallen out of one 
hand and the other hand held over eyes 
that could no longer see. 

With jaw set tight I picked my way be- 
tween the bodies of the dead until I was 
by his side. I wanted to be sure of what 
he had been reading. 


When I bent over to look I was able to 
tell that the Testament was open at the 
eighth chapter of Romans, In my heart I 
believe he must have been reading the 
last two verses of that beloved passage. 

“For I am persuaded that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come. Nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

—Brandon ° 
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OHIO STATE SHOWS HOW 


oe aiming for top honors in producing a well-rounded set of activities for 
campus Christians, Ohio State chapter of Inter-Varsity is doing a good job of wit- 
nessing, studying and just having fun. 


eft: Jean Howard shows how to eat a hot dog nonchalantly! Ohio State chapter’s 
party planners work hard to make everyone have a good time so they'll be ready to 
listen and think during the carefully planned devotional period with which most of 
their festivities end. 


{) Below: How to have fun at a picnic. This one was called “The Seven Wonders of the 
World. Arrangements were made for an announcement in the Lantern, the University 
daily. Further good publicity was given the event the night before the picnic, at the 
weekly chapter Bible study. At that time a mysterious envelope was presented by the 
social chairman to the hike leader. This envelope, tightly sealed and marked 
“SECRET,” was not opened until the following afternoon at 4 p.m. when the hike 
got underway. It was found to contain a map of the campus, showing the location of 
the Seven Wonders, and instructions to visit each of these places and search for fur- 
ther clues. The clues, when finally found, turned out to be parts of a jig-saw puzzle 
diagram that directed the hikers to a picnic spot for a supper of weiners, potato salad, 
sweet cider and donuts. After supper everyone boarded a streetcar for the home of 
one of the faculty sponsors for singing, pingpong, Chinese checkers and chess. The 
evening closed with a devotional service based on The Greatest Wonder—God’s Love. 

(OVER) 



















Bill Hersey, who reported this event to HIS says that everyone had a fine time, but 
adds significantly that not as many new faces were seen as had been expected because 
the members, being “overpressed with school work,” had not taken time to invite 
personally others who might have come. This is a valuable lesson to have learned. 


UBelow: This huge poster (it stands about three feet high) was placed behind a book 
table in the Ohio Union (men’s lounge) during registration days. On the book table 
were copies of HIS, pocketbook calendars advertising Inter-Varsity meetings, and other 
literature which chapter members distributed. Students showing interest were asked 
to fill out slips giving name, address and telephone number for future contact. 
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ty Above: That it pays to advertise is demonstrated by what happened with Ohio 
State chapter’s freshmen contacts this fall. The poster above, picturing various phases 
of chapter activities, was placed on the side of a booth in the Women’s Organization 
building, through which all freshmen women are required to go. Following standard 
registration practice on their campus, chapter members had the same opportunity 
accorded other recognized campus organizations of speaking briefly (three minutes) 
to each group of freshmen as they passed by. After the “illustrated lecture,” new 
students were asked to leave their names if interested in the Inter-Varsity program. 
Eighty-five signed up and were later contacted for a reception. 


13 








Jt's easy to say, “Sure I'm a Christian.” It's not 


so easy to prove the logic of your position. How can you be sure? 


So Youre a Christian, £h? 


cm you really know whether there is 
a God, whether the Bible is the Word 
of God, whether Jesus Christ is God mani- 
fested in the flesh, whether there is a life 
after death, and whether you need a super- 
natural salvation? And if there is a God, can 
you know His plan for your life, His will 
in particular instances, and the way in which 
to perform life’s tasks? 
If so, bow can you know these things? 


How do we know 


there is a God? 
By intuition. 


Henri Bergson insists that we know some 
things only by intuition. An intuition is a 
direct apprehension of truth; it is a knowl- 
edge ‘which, though developed upon occasion 
of observation and reflection, is not derived 
from observation and reflection. The notices 
of the senses stimulate the reason to action; 
but when so stimulated, reason perceives by 
its own operation truths and facts which the 
senses themselves never perceive. The criteria 
of a true intuition are universality and ne- 
cessity. 

THE BELIEF IN GOD IS UNIVERSAL. All men 
know that they are dependent upon someone 
outside themselves and accountable to that 
one. 

The ancients believed in God. Fr. Schmidt 
of Vienna says: “Comparing the primitive 
cultures with the later ones we may lay down 
the general principle that in none of the 
latter is the Supreme Being to be found in 
so clear, so definite, vivid and direct a form 
as among the people belonging to the former” 
(The Origin and Growth of Religion, p. 257). 

Plato says: “All men, Greeks and barbar- 
ians alike, think that gods exist and ‘behave 
as if they most certainly existed: and as if 
no suspicion of their non-existence were pos- 
sible” (The Laws, 886a, 887e). 

John Baillie, professor in the University of 
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by Henry C. Thiessen, Ph.D. 


Edinburgh, says in his recent book, Our 
Knowledge of God: “It seems nowadays to be 
a matter of almost unanimous agreement 
among those competent to judge that neither 
history nor geography can show us any tribe 
or people which is devoid of all religious 
awareness. We know of no human society, 
however savage and backward, which does 
not already find itself confronted with the 
divine” (p. 6). 

THE BELIEF IN GOD IS NECESSARY. That is, 
man can neither completely nor permanently 
rid himself of the conviction that He exists. 

Men may, by means of a false philosophy, 
temporarily rid themselves of the conscious- 


‘ness of this belief; but whenever they are 


not under the direct influence of this philos- 
ophy, they revert to the intuitive belief in 
God. 

Paul says: “That which may be known of 
God is manifest in them; for God hath 
showed it unto them. For the invisible things 
of Him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are without excuse” 
(Rom. 1:19, 20; see also 2:14, 15). 


By reason. 

Kant claims that “all attempts of reason 
to establish a theology by aid of speculation 
alone are fruitless” (Critique of Pure Reason, 
p. 390). 

But some do not know that he also says: 
“It is impossible to demonstrate from the 
pure speculation of reason that there exists 
no Supreme Being” (op. cit., p. 393). 

He furthermore says: “On the supposition 
that something exists, I cannot avoid the in- 





Dr. Thiessen is chairman of the department of 
Bible and theology and head of the seminary 
at Wheaton College. He is the author of a re- 
cently published and already widely read In- 
troduction to the New Testament. 
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ference that something exists necessarily” 
(op. cit., p.-378). The only question then is, 
whether the universe is this necessary Being. 
The answer seems clearly to be, No. When 
we think of the dependence of all its parts, 
of the presence of design, and of the logical 
antecedence of thought to things, we must 
conclude that the universe is not self-existent. 

When in addition to this we observe the 
imperative character of conscience, we con- 
clude that there is a personal, ethical, self- 
revealing God, Who is the Creator, Preserv- 
er, and Governor of the universe. 


From Scripture. 

The Bible nowhere argues for the existence 
of God, but everywhere assumes this as a 
fact. The authors had the sense of God and 
did not feel the need of proof for His exist- 
ence. Jesus believed in God and represented 
Him as the source of all things. Paul speaks 
of God as the first and final cause of the 
universe. He declares that in Him we live 
and move and have our being. All the writers 
of the Bible take the existence of God for 
granted. A careful reading of the Scriptures 
will add to the assurance of His existence. 


How do we know the 
Bible is the Word of God? 


From the character of God. 


If God is a personal, ethical, and self- 
revealing Being, then we are justified in be- 
lieving that He will not leave man to his 
own gropings in matters of his greatest con- 
cern; namely, how he is related to God, what 
he is here for, how he ought to live, etc. 
Then we are justified also in believing that 
God will not leave these questions to mere 
intuitive apprehension, but will do something 
to insure the accuracy of the revelation of 
divine truth. That is, that He will have it 
set forth in writing. 

Now there is no other book than the Bible 
that can qualify as this special revelation of 
God. The sacred books of the Mohammedan, 
Zoroastrian, and Buddhist religions are chief- 
ly collections of heterogeneous materials, 
loosely placed together, having neither be- 
ginning, middle, nor end, But the Bible is in 
a real sense a unity. Though written by about 
40 different persons over a period of approx- 


imately 1500 years, the Bible presents one 
doctrinal system, one moral standard, one 
plan of salvation, one plan of the ages. 
This already argues for its supernatural char- 
acter. 


From the claims of the Bible. 

But more than this, the Bible definitely 
claims to be the Word of God. More than 
3800 times the Old Testament has such ex- 
pressions as “The Lord said,” “the Lord 
spake,” “the word of the Lord came” to 
someone. 

Paul claims that he spoke “in words which 
the Spirit teacheth” (1 Cor. 2:13); he says 
of his message that “it is in truth, the word 
of God” (1 Thess. 2:13). 

Peter puts the writings of Paul on the-same 
plane with those of Scripture (2 Pet. 3:16). 

The writers repeatedly tell us that God told 
them to write (Ex. 17:14; Jer. 20:1,20; Hab. 
2:2; Rev. 1:11); and they claim absolute au- 
thority and perfection for their writings 
(Deut, 28:58, 59; Isa. 8:20; 1 Cor, 14:37; 
Gal. 1:20; Rev. 22:18,19). 

Such claims can originate only in a blind 
conceit, in a wild fanaticism, or in a profound 
conviction that they spake as the oracles of 
God. There is no ground for supposing that 
it arose out of conceit or fanaticism, but in- 
stead, that it did indeed arise from a profound 
conviction that they uttered the message of 
God. 

The Old Testament is declared to be fully 
inspired (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20,21). Jesus 
said, “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled” (Matt. 5:18). He also said, 
“The Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10: 
35). He promised that the Holy Spirit would 
come and remind the disciples of all that He 
had taught them (John 14:26); that He would 
guide them into all the truth and show them 
things to come (John 16:12, 13). The dis- 
ciples claim to have received this Spirit (Acts 
2:1-4; 1 Cor. 12:13) and to have ministered 
in His power (1 Pet. 1:12). 


How do we know 
Jesus Christ is God? 


The Arians and the early Unitarians tried 
to give Jesus a place higher than man, but 
lower than God. 
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The Arians said that He was a creature, 
God’s first born son, but not God. But this 
position was unstable. If pre-existent, then 
why not go all the way and recognize Him as 
eternal? 

The early Unitarians held that Christ per- 
formed miracles, arose from the dead, and will 
come again; but they did not regard Him as 
God, But this position too was unstable; men 
felt that they must either believe more or 
believe less. History thus testifies that we 
must either accept the full deity of Christ or 
regard Him as merely a man. 


What Jesus said. 


In the end Jesus alone knows who He 
really is. He said that He was before Abra- 
ham; that He had come down from heaven; 
and that He had been with the Father before 
the foundation of the world. He represented 
Himself as God’s son in a unique sense; He 
claimed to have power to forgive sins; that He 
would come again, raise the dead, and judge 
all men; He accepted worship; He did not 
protest when Thomas addressed Him as “My 
Lord and my God!” If He was not what He 
represented Himself as being, then He is 
either woefully deceived or a deliberate im- 
postor. In either case He is not a character 
that is fit to imitate. We must either accept 
Him as being what He represented Himself 
as being, or reject Him utterly. Many address 
Him as “Lord, Lord,” but neither believe in 
His deity nor do what He says. This is illogi- 
cal and hypocritical. 


What the disciples said. 

The disciples and writers of the New Test- 
ament were so impressed with the majesty 
of His person and the excellence of His life, 
that they call Him not merely, “the Son of 
God,” but “God.” See John 1:1,18; 20:28; 
Rom, 9:5; Heb. 1:8; 2 Pet. 1:1; 1 John 5:20. 

They associate Him with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit as an equal. 

They ascribe to Him the things that are 
in the Old Testament ascribed to Jehovah. 

They call Him the Creator and Upholder 
of all things. 

They represent the Father as declaring His 
deity by raising Him from the dead. 

Some may say, Buddha also was deified by 
his followers, even though he made no such 
claims himself; it is not strange that the early 
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Church should do this with Jesus also. 

But the cases are not parallel. 

Buddha was thus deified long centuries 
after his death and within a small circle; but 
Jesus was regarded as God from the earliest 
times. The earliest books of the New Test- 
ament were written about A.D. 50 and the 
latest about 96, But in the earliest as well as 
the latest He is fully recognized as God in- 
carnate. Surely, in so few years after His ° 
death insignificant fishermen and ordinary 
believers could not evolve and foist upon the 
world such a doctrine of His Deity, if they 
had not recognized this truth long before. 


How do we know 
there is a future life? 


Job’s question, “If a man die, shall he live 
again?” (Job 14:14), is a query that has per- 
plexed the human mind from the earliest 
times. 

Various answers are given to it even today. 

Some claim to believe that death ends all; 
others, that it is presumptuous to speak with 
positiveness on the subject; but Christians 
make the confident assertion that we continue 
to live after death and that the body will 
some day be raised from the dead. Here are 
some reasons for the Christian’s position. 
The universal premonition. 

Whether as a matter of hope or of fear 
and dread, man has almost without exception 
felt that there is a life after death. 

The early Egyptians reveal it in their care 
of the dead. 

The Babylonians believed it to be a sad and 
doleful existence. 

Socrates held that life continues after death. 

The American Indians looked forward to a 
“happy hunting ground.” 

The present-day religions testify to the 
same thing. Brahmanism, Hinduism, Budd- 
hism, Confusianism, and Mohammedanism— 
all hold that man continues to exist after 
death. 

Whence this universal belief and expecta- 
tion? Is this fundamental instinct of human 
nature a lie? No, the fact that the mind can- 
not rest in the prospect of annihilation holds 
out hope that there is a life after death. 


The authoritative teaching. 


Science with its belief in the indestructi- 





enturies 
cle; but 
earliest 
w Test- 
and the 
well as 
God in- 


ter His ° 


dinary 

pon the 
if they 

efore. 


lifo? 
he live 


las per- 
earliest. 


today. 
nds all; 
ik with 
ristians 
ontinue 
ly will 
ere are 
ion. 


of fear 
ception 


‘ir care 
ad and 


‘death. 
rd to a 


to the 

Budd- 
nism— 
t after 


(pecta- 
human 
d can- 
| holds 
h. 


itructi- 


bility of matter and the conservation of en- 
ergy (though questioned by some today), 
cannot say that the Christian belief is un- 
reasonable. 

And philosophy, with its recognition of the 
inequalities of life, cannot well avoid postu- 
lating a life after death, when the wrongs of 
this life will be righted. To this possibility and 
necessity Divine revelation adds certainty. 

The patriarchs, prophets, and apostles be- 
lieved in a life after death. 

Jesus taught that both the rich man and 
Lazarus were conscious after death (Luke 16: 
19-30). He says, “I am the resurrection and 
the life; he that believeth on me, though he 
die, yet shall He live” (John 11:25). And 
again, “The hour cometh, in which all that 
are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth; they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil; unto the resurrection of 
judgment” (John 5:28, 29). 

Dare we question His word? Surely not, 
if we believe on Him as the Son of God and 
our Saviour. ’ 


The practical demonstration. 

Premonition and teaching go a long way 
toward proving a proposition; but demonstra- 
tion removes all ground for doubt. Did any 
one ever come back from the dead? Yes, in- 
deed! The Old Testament records the raising 
of three persons; the New Testament, -of five 
others. 

But the greatest of all is the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ Himself. 

After three days and three nights He came 
forth from the grave, a Victor over death. 
He brought life and immortality to light. So 
sure were the apostles of His resurrection, 
that they exchanged their sorrow for joy and 
risked their lives for the message of the re- 
surrection. In all history there is not a fact 
better attested than the fact of Christ’s resur- 
rection. And because we know that He arose, 
we also know that all others will arise from 


the dead. 


How do we know we need 


a supernatural salvation? 
Our convictions of our lost condition. 


It is hardly necessary to argue that all men 
have a sense of sin. They feel that they are 


wrong. They want to do what is right, but do 
what is wrong. They feel that they ought to 
live up to a perfect standard, but realize that 
they constantly fall short. They have a con- 
science, which tells them that they must do 
the right and shun the wrong, and that re- 
proves them when they have done wrong. 
David says that he was troubled day and 
night when he had sinned with the wife of 
Uriah, until he confessed his sin (Ps. 32:3-6). 

A high-ranking officer just returned from 
New Guinea, reports that 85% of the sol- 
diers on that island are troubled about their 
sins, Men cannot undo the past, neither can 
they drown out the voice of conscience. They 
know they need supernatural help to be saved. 


The Bible’s declaration. 

The Bible declares that except a man be 
born again he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God (John 3:3, 5). 

It says: “Or know ye not that the unright- 
eous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor idol- 
ators, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with men, nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God” (1 Cor. 6:9, 10). 

It insists that we cannot save ourselves, 
saying: “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, 
or the leopard his spots? then may ye also 
do good, that are accustomed to do evil” (Jer. 
13:23). 

It tells us that by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in God’s sight 
(Rom, 3:20); and that every one is cursed 
that continues not in all things that are writ- 
ten in the law (Gal. 3:10). 

By his own effort man cannot be saved. 


Changed lives. 

We know it from the testimony and lives 
of those who have been saved. 

Harold Begbie wrote his book, Jwice-Born 
Men, as a footnote to Wm. James’ Psychol- 
ogy. It is a case study in the slums of London, 
years ago, of people that had been saved un- 
der the work of the Salvation Army. Begbie 
is convinced that there is something real to a 
Christian conversion, though it is not certain 
that he has experienced it himself. 

This is the final proof of the need and pos- 
sibility of a supernatural salvation. 
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Are Your War cars Wasted? 


Twenty-one months ago, this article first ap- 
peared in His. Wet, the things the author 
said then are even more imperative now. Al- 
most two more years of war have come and 
. other bundreds of readers of HIS 
have left the campus or their careers to march 
to battlefields. The thing to remember is— 
this is all in God’s plan for your life. This 


gone... 


article tells why. 


by Eva M. McCarthy, Belfast, Ireland 


y~ are, or were, up at the Univer- 
sity for some usual course of study. 
These years were to be full of normal 
increase. Your life was to be enriched 
with many things—friendship, knowl- 
edge, sports, fellowship—growth of ev- 
ery kind. More than this, in company 
with others you were learning to witness 
effectively for Christ, to study your 
Bible, to discover the possibilities of the 
Christian life. 

Thus those few precious years were 
to be but a prelude to a life of service 
where the fruits of a well-rounded col- 
lege course- would be consecrated to a 
life of devoted work and witness. 

But what now? 

Instead of the classroom, the barrack. 
Instead of the Inter-Varsity group, the 
mess tent. Instead of the campus, the 
battlefield. 

Moreover, time is passing. The years 
with their unique opportunity are being 
filched from you. Never again will you 


18 





. instead of the campus, the battlefield 


be able to pick up just those threads of 
life. That will be for others. Your chance 
will have passed. If only you were 
younger or older, it would be better. 
Hence, in the light of your honest de- 
sire to prepare yourself for God’s serv- 
ice you look at your present circum- 
stances with varying degrees of wonder, 
resentment or even bitterness. 


Where can you find consolation? 


In times of perplexity the best source 
of guidance and assurance is the Bible. 
And here one way to find strength and 
faith is to observe the guiding principles 
in the lives of outstanding men of God 
who, through times of protracted testing 
and trial, have trusted in the overruling 
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wisdom and power of the God into 
whose hands they have committed their 
times. 

Take the record of one who was called 
of God to a position of leadership in 
the greatest crisis of his nation’s history. 

A strange record in some ways, it 
would seem to us; for Moses’ life was 
two-thirds preparation—preparation of 
body and mind and spirit. But how 
splendidly equipped he was when the 
call came! Intellectually he had had the 
best the world could offer. To be “learn- 
ed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians” 
meant a fairly liberal education. Lan- 
guages, mathematics, astronomy, art, 
history, philosophy—nothing would be 
missing. The exacting training of a 
king’s household, the study of men and 
manners in the diplomatic, religious and 
social circles of the day—all would have 
peculiar value in fitting him for the task 
of leadership. 

But how abnormal from his own 
standards the whole setting of those 
early years must have appeared to 
Moses. As the years went .by, how full 
of frustration they must have seemed 
as the gulf only widened between him- 
self and the people he loved and longed 
to help. 

And this is probably the way it ap- 
pears to many of you now. , . . Jt would 
be strange if the thought did not come 
to you as you see all your gifts and 
tastes and interests forced into the un- 
accustomed groove, 

Then for Moses came the desert ex- 
perience. For 40 years patience had her 
perfect work in his spirit. While his 
bodily frame was growing accustomed 
to long hours in the open air he was re- 
ceiving many tests of endurance in the 


hardy, hazardous life of an eastern 
shepherd. 

Jt is not a small thing—this training 
of the body. Your body is that through 
which you manifest the life of the Lord 
Jesus. Jt is the car track along which 
your life, impelled by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, moves forward. The con- 
trasting lessons of regularity and adapt- 
ability to which your nervous and mus- 
cular systems are subjected will consti- 
tute no trifle in your usability later on. 
Jt is not impossible that tbe alertness 
and control born of intensive commando 
tactics may be used of God in some 
dangerous outpost of His vineyard. 

Finally to Moses came the call. With 
all his gifts, training, resources of char- 
acter and knowledge, he set out for his 
appointed task. From the human stand- 
point that task must have proved to be 
as discouraging as that of any other 
human being on record. Ridicule, perse- 
cution, treachery, misunderstanding, 
jealousy, disloyalty, rebellion—nothing 
was spared him. And how did his re- 
sources hold out? Were the gifts and 
learning and training wasted? The ob- 
vious answer is, “No.” 

So it can be with you. 

For these years between, if lived in 
communion and obedience, will not be 
wasted, They will prove to be the very 
preparation above all others that will 
fit you to fulfill the works that God bas 
before ordained that you should walk 
in them. 

Thus the matured character, the 
trained mind, the disciplined body— 
every phase of your past experience, 
every unusual, abnormal happening in 
these strange, waiting times will be a 
thread in the hand of the Great Weaver 
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woven into the pattern of a useful, ef- 
fective life in His service. 

That can be—must be—your conso- 
lation in this time of need. 

For having thrown yourself utterly, 
unreservedly upon Him you are putting 


your confidence in Him, who alone is 

“able to keep you from falling and to 

present you faultless before the presence 

of His glory with exceeding joy . . .” 
That is enough. 





Aitele Things 
THAT RUIN YOUR TESTIMONY 


» Sem may be truly converted, a church 
member, a keen worker, a Sunday 
school teacher; but there may be one 
snag, a “fly of death” which ruins your 
Christian testimony. 

Consider some of the possible snags— 
poisonous flies which paralyze our 
Christian influence, neutralize our 
Christian profession and devitalize our 
Christian service, and, horrible to say, 
make us “stink” in the nostrils of a 
critical, Christless world. 

Sanctimonious Laziness 

No man can make much of his life 
unless he has a clearly defined aim. Yet 
thousands of young Christians live lives 
which are like a jumble sale—just full 
of odds and ends. They have no order 
or system in their lives, no plan for the 
enrichment of their spiritual culture, no 
program for the increase of spiritual 
knowledge, no scheme for the augment- 
ing of their spiritual usefulness. The 
lives of such people are haphazard, un- 
disciplined, a meandering instead of a 
crusade. 
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They can be very orthodox, very 
“sound”; they. can be found at every 
possible type of meeting; they profess 
to be fully consecrated, yet—here’s the 
snag! In sanctimonious tones they ex- 
cuse their laziness in systematic Bible 
study and diligent preparation of them- 
selves for Christian service by pious re- 
marks about God using the weak things 
to confound the mighty, and about be- 
ing emptied of all self-effort! But God 
never puts a premium on laziness. He 
can and does take up “things which are 
not” to bring to naught “things that 
are.” But that is no excuse for lack of 
discipline. 

Frankly, now—is your time disci- 
plined? 


Author of this article 
is Frederick Wood, 
who heads up the 
British Young Life 
movement not relat- 
ed to the similarly 
named Young Life 
Campaign in the 
US, 





Have you a set time and place for 
prayer and Bible study? 

Are your lips disciplined? Can you 
be trusted to keep a confidence? 

Are you disciplined in the hours you 
keep, in the food you eat, in the way 
you dress? 

Are you prompt in answering letters, 
business-like in keeping accounts, sys- 
tematic in tithing to the Lord, watch- 
ful in expenditure, disciplined in your 
choice of reading; disciplined in your 
recreations, refusing the better because 
it is the foe of the best? 

Are you disciplined in your emotions 
and friendships? Is all life lived in the 
way that Paul urged—“straining every 
nerve to reach the winning post”? 

The fact is that many young Chris- 
tians, otherwise so keen, are failing to 
be their best for God because of the 
lack of one or more of these things. 


Superficiality 

We live in a superficial age. Its spirit 
invades the life of Christ’s followers. 
We are content to stay in the shallows. 
We hug the shores of this world. We do 
not launch out into the deep. Conse- 
quently we have no fish in our nets. 

Read again Ezekiel’s vision of the 
man with the measuring rod (Ezekiel 
47). Then ask yourself—in your life, 
is the water in the river of God’s bless- 
ing to the ankles, knees, loins, or is it 
a river to swim in? Is your faith super- 
ficial? Are you like some in our Lord’s 
day, people who only believed when 
they saw signs and miracles, or had won- 
derful feelings of joy? 

Is your discernment superficial? Do 
you conclude that becaiise a thing is 
popular it must be right, or that because 


your emotions are touched, God’s pow- 
er must be at work! Or that because 
supernatural things happen, they must 
be of Divine origin, or that because a 
preacher is attractive and has a strong 
personality, his apparent success is all 
of God? I remember on one occasion 
hearing a sermon which might have 
been preached by a unitarian, so lack- 
ing was it in the Gospel, yet afterwards, 
certain folk remarked, “Wasn’t he love- 
ly!” 

Inconsistency 

This fly is very busy. He is poison- 
ing many. No one spoke so sternly 
about it as our Lord. Yes, Christianity 
is a splendid ointment, but nothing 
stinks more terribly than when hypocrisy 
gets into it. “I might have been a Chris- 
tian,” said one brilliant young lawyer, 
“if I had not met so many who said 
they were.” Hugh Redwood says, “The 
pen may have a golden nib, but a hair 
might spoil the writing.” 

Yet how often we are tempted to pro- 
fess to be more than we really are. 

We pose as keen Christians when our 
hearts are not right with God. 

We sing choruses which are not true 
in our experience. 

We even pray what sounds correct 
in a prayer meeting, but our words are 
not really the expression of our hearts. 

Space fails to tell of all the snags. 
But what about pride of face, race and 
grace? Or is it censoriousness, jealousy, 
temper, compromise, selfishness, unbe- 
lief, self-will? What others occur to 
your mind? Ask God to show you 
whether there is in your life some snag, 
some fly of death, and ask Him to make 
you willing to have it removed once and 
for all—for His Name’s sake. 
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The amazing story of the origin of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship 


by Sir Algernon Coote 


1x of us, Cambridge undergraduates, 

knelt in prayer. As we rose from 
our knees, someone quoted the words, 
“Launch out into the deep.” We felt that 
it was a message from God. 

What should we do? 

We determined to take the largest 
hall then to be obtained in Cambridge 
—a hall capable of holding about 1300 
men—and we also determined person- 
ally to ask every University student in 
Cambridge to attend a Gospel meeting 
on Sunday evening in that ball. 

We invited to address that meeting 
Mr. Stevenson Blackwood, afterward 
Sir Arthur Blackwood, who some years 
before that had been the means of lead- 
ing me, a young man, to Christ. 

And he came. 

When that Sunday evening came, ev- 
ery undergraduate and every student 
had been personally invited. I do not 
mean that a card was put into the man’s 
door and left there, but the one who 
had undertaken to ask him went until 
he found him; whatever the consequenc- 
es might be, whatever the language used 
might be, be went until be found bim. 

When Mr. Stevenson Blackwood 
stood up in the Guild Hall that night 
and spoke, half the University of Cam- 
bridge was present to hear him. (I sat 
near the door and saw those men pour 
in.) 

Mr. Blackwood stood up and said, “I 
am going to speak to you men on the 
secret of true happiness.” He did not 
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This happened 73 years ago at Cambridge. 
The writer, Sir Algernon Coote, was there, 
a student. Years later be related this dra- 
matic bit of bistory at the Student Volun- 
teer Movement convention of 1903. This 
is bis story, discovered in the minutes of 
that convention. 


lead audibly in prayer, but much prayer 
had been made before he came to speak 
to these men. Not half a dozen of them 
left the meeting before its close. Mr. 
Blackwood concluded with prayer, and 
the result of that meeting was that many 
of those men were led to give their 
hearts to God. 

And a further result of the meeting 
was the formation of the Cambridge 
Inter-Collegiate Christian Union, which 
I should like to explain to you. 

We determined that every college in 
Cambridge, where an _ out-and-out 
Christian man could be found, should 
be represented on that Union—one such 
man from each college to be on the 
executive committee—and we found 
such men in sixteen out of the seventeen 
colleges in Cambridge. Before many 
terms had passed, the seventeenth col- 
lege had also its representative. 

The Cambridge _ Inter-Collegiate 
Christian Union then formed has gone 
on from that time to this, organizing 
Bible circles in the different colleges, ar- 
ranging for evangelistic efforts, and for 
conferences for Christian work in the 
University. We had one such conference 
with Oxford University during the fol- 
lowing year when nine or ten Oxford 
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men came to attend it, and a very bless- 
ed time it proved. 

Every “Freshmen’s term,” that is, the 
October term, when eight hundred to a 
thousand new men come up to Cam- 
bridge, Gospel addresses were arranged 
for, and from that time to the present 
such addresses have been regularly giv- 
en with very satisfactory results from 
every point of view. 

The Oxford Inter-Collegiate Chris- 
tian Union came into existence the year 
after the Cambridge one was started, 
and the Dublin Inter-Collegiate Chris- 
tian Union a year after that. 

“Instead of thy fathers shall be thy 
children!” May God make the Christian 
students of the United States and Can- 
ada to be indeed princes in the fathers’ 
stead. 

The Cambridge Inter-Collegiate 
Christian Union invited Mr. Moody and 


Mr. Sankey in 1886 to come to Cam- 
bridge. A larger hall. had been built, 
which held far more than the old one, 
and this hall was filled with members 
of the University to hear Mr. Moody 
“preach the Word” to them. 

Out of that meeting came the seven 
Cambridge men of whom you have 
doubtless heard and some of whom you 
may have seen. One of them was cap- 
tain of the Cambridge eleven, another 
the stroke of the Cambridge eight. These 
were two of those seven who decided 
to go into the foreign mission field and 
preach the Gospel to the heathen. 

The beginning was six men on their 
knees in prayer. The message “Launch 
out into the deep” was obeyed. What 
faith and obedience did on the Sea of 
Galilee . . . what faith and obedience 
did at Cambridge—faith and obedience 
will do today . . . anywhere. 


Worbus Sabaticus 


Morbus Sabaticus is a disease peculiar to church members. 


. The symptoms vary, but it never interferes with the appetite. 


. It never lasts more than 24 hours at a time. 


. Jt is always fatal in the end—to the soul. 


1 
2 
3. No physician is ever called. 
4 
5 


. It is contagious. 


The attack comes on suddenly every Sunday. No symptoms are ever 
felt on Saturday night and the patient awakes as usual feeling fine, eats a 
hearty breakfast. About 10 a.m. the attack comes on and lasts until around 
noon. Jn the afternoon the patient is much improved and is able to take a ride, 
work in the garden, mow the lawn and read the Sunday paper. Patient eats a 
hearty supper, but the attack comes on again and lasts through the evening. 

Patient is able to go to work on Monday as usual. 





MORE BLACK GO0K “MabIC" 


by Wilber Sutherland and Nora Campbell, University of British Columbia 


EAR Cathie: 
A remarkable change has taken 
place in my Quiet Times since last year. 

You know why! 

When I first heard of the Black Book I 
was a little afraid—it was so business- 
like! And I have to admit that I had been 
reading my Bible lazily curled up in an 
easy chair. No wonder the thought of a 
desk frightened me. 

But I want to tell you now the differ- 
ence this same method has been making 
in our group Bible study. 
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How to make your Bible study 
group both interesting and effective 
is no easy trick. A few months back, 
the University of British Columbia In- 
ter-Varsity chapter tried something 
new—something that worked won- 
ders. Staff member Cathie Nicolls, 
who introduced the idea, asked chap- 
ter officers to tell how. 


Previously we had each taken our turn 
in leading the discussion. When it was 
my turn, | prepared the chapter ahead 
of time, thoroughly, and received much 
enjoyment and profit. But during the 
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othe: weeks | read over the passage 
but really didn't give 1t very much seri- 
ous consideration. | enjoyed the study 
but realized there was something lack- 
ing. 

Many of the others admitted being in 
the same position. We always had a 
period at the end of the hour for general 
discussion, but it was never general. A 
few people took part. Always the same 
few, 

Since we heard your suggestions that 
the Black Book might work in groups, we 
have changed ‘our procedure entirely, 
and Cathie, it isn’t a case of “might,” it 
does work! 

We decided that each of us would buy 
a note book and then, every day, sit 
down at a desk with book, pen and Bible, 
and prayerfully consider in private study 
two verses of some Bible chapter. For the 
first week we chose the first fourteen 
verses of John I. Whatever relative 
thoughts came to our minds we were to 
write down—questions we couldn’t an- 
swer—references in other parts of the 
Bible—possible interpretations, 

The next week we came to the dis- 
cussion group with our notes on the 
fourteen verses and everyone took part! 

Verse by verse, we went around in a 
circle, reading our notes, questions and 
all. When my notes held a question, 
sometimes the person next to me could 
answer it. If not, a general discussion 
threw light upon it. No.one was afraid to 
speak. Everyone simply took his turn. 
People contributed to the discussion 
whom I had never heard speak in Bible 
Study before. And having taken part 
once, they became more and more at 
ease as we met week by week. 

There were students present who did- 


ni know Chast as Saviour, Questions 
such as these came up then and at the 
next meeting—What does it mean when 
it says “the word”’?—Who are “his 
own”?—What does “receive him” 
mean? These questions had been con- 
sidered carefully at home and the stu- 
dent asking was acutely aware that he 
didn’t know the answer. He was interest- 
ed in what the others said. 

If someone had nothing to contribute 
on a verse he just signalled to that effect. 

Many times new ideas arose as we 
talked. 

People coming into the group for the 
first time realized they were free to con- 
tribute or signal to be passed up. Find- 
ing everyone interested, the newcomer 
usually paid close attention to the text 
and often found himself asking a ques- 
tion or helping to answer one. 

As well as writing down our thoughts 
at home, we write while we are together 
too. If someone expresses ideas that are 
helpful we take note of them. Otherwise, 
so often we forget the blessings we re- 
ceive when we hear a speaker tell how 
Christ has been revealed to him in a cer- 
tain passage. 

It has been a delight to reconsider 
verses in the light of these notes, finding 
new treasures and, because of the memo- 
randa, remembering old ones, too. 

Some of the young Christians have 
told me that this daily exercise was the 
beginning of a Quiet Time of their own. 
A method that helps us daily to seek His 
Presence is certainly worth while. 

We have found that writing our ideas 
helps us to distinguish between what we 
truly understand and what we merely 
take for granted. All of us have used 
terms that we have heard from pulpits, 
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the meanings of which we have never 
clearly understood. Keeping a note book 
helps us think more accurately, take 
more time, realize to a greater extent 
how far short we come. 

I have found that because of my in- 
ability to understand a certain sentence 
well enough to express it in words, | 
have spent more time in prayer—asking 
God to reveal its meaning to me. 

We’re really sold on this system, 
Cathie! I think it has meant most to us 
in these three ways: 

It has helped older Christians to face 
the facts as to whether or not, because 
of their background, they have confused 
a knowledge of Biblical phraseology with 
an actual experience of being fed daily 
by Christ. 

2) It has encouraged young Chris- 
tians to go to Him for daily nourishment 
and guidance. 

3) It has been the means of revealing 
Christ as Saviour to unsaved students. 

Doing Bible Study this way isn’t easy. 
It requires discipline, but it reaps divi- 
dends. To any group, discouraged with 
its present methods, | suggest that the 
Black Book is well worth a try-out! 


Sincerely, 


Nora 


Dear Cathie: 

One at least of the fundamentals of 
profitable Bible Study is no different 
from that of any other study. It is simp- 
ly—hard work! 

Yet we seldom sit down to our Bibles 
with the same determination and 
planned method that we do for English 
or math. 
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That’s why I like the “Black Book” 
method. 

It is simply a means of insuring that 
each member of a discussion group does 
his bit of “homework.” We tried using 
the group “Black Book” method at our 
last conference, with fine results. With- 
out any attempt at being scholarly, each 
person in the circle presented in turn his 
or her thoughts on a verse previously 
studied individually. We were all differ- 
ent personalities and we all proved to 
have looked at the verses in an individual 
way, slightly different yin each case. 
These different viewpoints, when shared 
and debated, all added up to a more 
complete understanding of the teaching 
involved. 

Naturally, some had more to offer 
than others. Some could only bring up 
questions or offer simple suggestions 
while others could take the teaching and 
apply it in a practical way. 

It was surprising to find how even the 
best of us had our ideas clarified by dis- 
cussion. Or to find that a young Chris- 
tian had seen something which others of 
us had overlooked in our desire for the 
appearance of knowledge! It was grand 
to share and share alike, to dig together 
and to rejoice together in our finds. 

Then too, if we had nothing particular 
to say on any given verse it was a simple 
matter to say “I pass” and let the next 
person take over. The end of the circle 
sometimes complained that the beginning 
had “‘said all” but that was proved false. 
However, even that could be avoided 
by working in the reverse direction on 
every other verse. 

The actual value of writing down 
one’s thoughts upon any given portion 
is obvious. The big sin of any stu- 
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dent is “generalities.” We so often 
have thoughts come to our minds which, 
because we haven’t seized them and 
worked on them, are far too vague or too 
sweeping to be of any value. When we 
put things down in black and white w: 
have to be more concrete and definite. 
Whether simple or profound, any truth 
will benefit by having its encumbrances 
removed so that it can stand clear. By all 
means let us avoid generalities and de- 
clamations. 

One of the blessings of a conscientious 


study of any verse is that it is so im- 
pressed upon our minds that during the 
day we constantly keep coming back to 
the verse and reconsidering it, with the 
result that at the day’s end our know- 
ledge is far more complete than at the 
beginning. Instead of a day with two rest 
stops, one at morning and one at night, 
we have a steady food supply. 

I would certainiy recommend this 
common-sense method of Bible study. 


Wilber 





Report from Teheran 


by William H. Miller 


jae is a time of wonderful opportun- 
ity for evangelistic work in Iran. 

A new kind of evangelistic campaign 
that produced significant results was 
held recently in Teheran. Four series of 
meetings were held, each in a different 
language, each lasting a week. 

The first was for Armenians, and the 
church was filled every night. The testi- 
mony given one night by a British air- 
man and an American soldier made a 
deep impression. 

The second series was in English and 
was led by a consecrated American 
chaplain from Nashville. Never have we 
seen such meetings in Teheran. The 
church was filled each night, the inte- 
rest was intense, and a large number of 
our young people and a number of sol- 
diers came forward to dedicate them- 
selves to Christ. 


If God is calling you to the mission 
field, take note of Iran. Tightly shut 
against the Gospel for hundreds of years, 
hearts in that tough Mohammedan coun- 
try seem to be opening now. But what 
use unless there be a preacher—or Chris- 
tian businessman—to tell of Christ? 





. a growing city of 800,000 
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The Persian meetings, to which Mos- 
lems were invited, were not so well at- 
tended, but we were glad that two 
“prodigal sons” repented. Most people 
are so completely absorbed in the things 
of the world that it is exceedingly diffi- 
cult to interest them in spiritual mat- 
ters. 

The fourth series of meetings was 
held in the Syriac language for Assyr- 
ians, and the preacher said he had never 
before seen his people listen so eagerly 
to the Gospel. Thousands of people of 
various races were helped by these four 
series of services. 

There is so much work to do in Tehe- 
ran, a growing city of 800,000 popula- 
tion, that I spent most of the past year 
there and made only two brief journeys 
to the outfield. In company with Mr. 
Jalili, a devoted Christian convert from 
Islam, I visited Qom, a center of Mo- 
hammedan fanaticism. We were able to 
sell Christian books in the streets with- 
out getting into trouble, and we had the 
joy of baptizing a man who professed 
faith in Christ a year before on our pre- 
vious visit. 

This was the first time 2 Moslem was 
ever baptized in Qom. 

I was glad that I could conduct a serv- 
ice for the American soldiers stationed 
in Qom, where no chaplain is located. 

Two days before | left Teheran, a 
cultured gentleman was brought to me 
by one of the Iranian Christians, who 
introduced his friend as a grandson of a 
former King of Persia. 

This man had had a dream eight years 
ago which made a deep impression on 
him and attracted him toward Christi- 
anity, and he was eager to talk with 
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Christians. Our time was limited, so | 
told him we would go directly to the 
point, and asked him if he had yet given 
his heart to Christ. 

“No,” he said, “I love Christ but | 
haven’t given my heart to him.” 

“Would you like to do so?” I in- 
quired. 

“There is nothing I would rather do!” 
he replied. 

So I explained simply how one became 
a Christian, and my guest said he was 
ready to take this important step. We 
knelt, and I made a prayer for him, and 
then he prayed for himself. I felt him 
trembling with emotion as he asked 
Christ to save him, and his face was 
glowing when he arose from his knees. 

Two days later when I went to the 
railroad station, our new brother was 
there on the steps waiting for me. He. 
stayed by my side till the train pulled 
out, and the last friend I saw as I started 
for America was this one waving me a 
fond farewell. You can imagine how 
eager I am to see him and other devoted 
Christian friends in Iran again! 

We enjoy great freedom in preaching 
the Gospel, and it is a tragedy that our 
missionary force is so inadequate. When 
millions of men and women are going 
forth into all the world at the command 
of country to fight and die for freedom, 
are there not a score of young ministers 
and women evangelists who will go into 
Iran and put their lives into making 
Christ known? 

I hope to return after about. six 
months, and I want to take some rein- 
forcements with me. Will you pray that 
they may be found? 
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thought the whole thing foolish? How 
could I get up early to pray and study 
my Bible when she silently thought me 
a fool? And how could I expect her to 
feel differently since she had no loyalty 
to the Saviour? How could I tithe with- 
out hurting her when we needed all the 
money we could get for things about 
the house? 

“The years have slipped along,” Dr. 
Byron went on brokenly, “Years of ut- 
ter loneliness for both of us. Love soon 
went. There is instead a mutual respect, 
and longing for the sweet companion- 
ship we had expected. We have lived our 
lives together, worlds apart.” 

“Bill,” his face grew stern—“I was 
warned by those who knew the road be- 
fore us, and I refused their warning. | 
don’t expect you to listen to me. But I'd 
give my heart if you'll do this one thing: 
get on your knees before your Saviour 
for an hour before you ask Alice .. . 
God help you . . .” 

Bill, shaken, confused, afraid, stum- 
bled out into the night to try to think. . . 

Never had Alice seemed more lovely 
than she did later that night as they 
walked together to the Theta house, both 
quiet with their thoughts. His heart was 
almost bursting with pride, defiance, 
longing, and fear. As they said good- 
night Bill wanted desperately to put his 
arms around her, hold her close against 
him and forget the world of difference 
between them. She was frightened by his 
obvious confusion of heart and perplex- 
ity. She wanted to help and didn’t know 
how or what to say. For a brief moment 
her face lay against the collar of his 


greatcoat, then she had slipped away 
into the house and was gone. Bill turned 
away into the night. Clouds scuttled 
across the face of the moon and raced 
away. All that night he walked alone, 
with God... 

.. . And in the providence of God, 
when Bill woke up late the next morn- 
ing, he found a notice from his draft 
board ordering his immediate induction. 
He decided to leave on the late after- 
noon train immediately after the game. 

State had not seen such a magnificent 
game for years as he played that after- 
noon. Time after time the great stadium 
re-echoed with his name. 

Alice was there, thrilled and happy. 

Her heart jumped with joy when back 
at the Theta house she found a letter in 
her box addressed in his scrawl. She 
opened it eagerly, wondering if perhaps 
tonight would be the night he would ask 
her to go walking and haltingly tell her 
of his love. 

Then she read the letter and the light 
melted out of her face. Quietly she 
walked up to her room, closed and lock- 
ed the door, not to come out for many 
hours... 


ee ee 


Bill Benton had been speaking slowly, 
evenly, with difficulty. At last he had 
finished the story he had wanted most 
to forget. “You see?” he asked simply. 
“Yes,” said Jack, “I see.” 

Jack went up to his room. Hours later 
his lights were still burning. But next 
morning there was peace in his face. 
God had won. 


Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed upon thee because he 
trusteth in thee—Isaiab 26:3 
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SQUADRON LEADER HOWARD W. 
GUINNESS is expected to return this 
month to England after more than a year 
as R.A.F. chaplain in Canada. He spoke 
last month to 175 students of the U. of 
Toronto under the auspices of the Varsity 
Christian Fellowship. There is some hope 
that he may some day return to North 
America for evangelistic work among col- 
leges and universities. 


DREXEL—Christian students on_ this 
campus are making an all-out effort to 
get official recognition. Conformity to cer- 
tain regulations and a certain required 
number of members must be attained be- 
fore this can be granted. Pray that the 
Lord may lead in this matter. 


R.C.A.F. PILOT OFFICER STAN GAU- 
DIN, who wrote “Private Letter from a 
Flier” (December HIS, 1943) is reported 
killed in action. Stan was a graduate of 
the Toronto Bible College, McMaster 
University, had one year as an exchange 
student at the University of British Co- 
lumbia. He interrupted graduate studies 
at Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
and the U. of Pennsylvania to join the 
R.C.A.F. He had an active interest in the 
Inter-Varsity campus work. 

TEACHERS’ CHRISTIAN FELLOW- 
SHIP—A new unit of the Teachers’ Chris- 
tian Fellowship (U.S.) in affiliation with 
the I.V.C.F. is in the process of formation 
in the Detroit area. Pray for this new 
work, and for the unit in the Philadelphia 
area. 


MADISON, VIRGINIA—Staff member 
Ethel Smith reports a wide-open oppor- 
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continued from back cover 


tunity at Madison and an aggressive Bible 
study group is now under way. A new 
Bible study group is also commencing at 
MARY WASHINGTON at Fredericks- 
burg, Virginia, 


CHINA—A recent letter from Mr. Gene 
W. Ayton of the China Inland Mission 
at Wuwei, N.W. China, tells of the or- 
ganization of a student movement called 
the Christian Students Evangelical Asso- 
ciation. There are a number of groups in 
and around Chengku and several in Lan- 
chow, as well as the work in Wuwei. Last 
spring—in one of the Middle Schools 
(high schools) in Wuwei—about twenty- 
five students were led to make a decision 
for Christ. Most of these students had 
never heard the Gospel before coming to 
that particular school. Prayer is asked 
that the Lord may bless these students and 
strengthen them in their witness to others. 
Although work in the universities is very 
difficult during war, it is expected that 
this organization will include students in 
colleges and universities as soon as these 
resume normal activity again. 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY—Approximate- 
ly 200 students in the Philadelphia area 
attended the October monthly meeting at 
Temple University. Larry Kulp, formerly 
of Ohio State, spoke on “Reasoning Faith.” 
Ruth Young, former Canadian I.V.C.F. 
staff member, now en route to China un- 
der the China Inland Mission, gave a 
short message. The plans for collecting 
good used clothing for the needy in Bel- 
gium were also discussed. See article, page 
3. 





































A Gift Can Change a hife 


Here’s a story that every reader of HIS will want to hear. It hap- 
pened a few months ago in Canada: 


One of my friends was visiting a hospital ward. The nurse on duty came 
to him about a problem in her life. He handed her the February copy of 
HIS which he had in his pocket. That issue had an article on ‘Personal 
Holiness’ and a brief, pungent article by the late Charles G. Finney. 


re Bible After reading HIS, this nurse was led to pray specifically for the con- 

A new version of three young people. Two of them have already accepted Christ 

cing at as Saviour. The third, unconverted as yet, is the object of much prayer. 

dericks- One of these converts was a serviceman absent without leave visiting his 
wife and child. He had determined to desert the army but when led to 

> Gone accept Christ as Saviour he returned to his duty. 

Mission 


Perhaps HIS could help a friend of yours just as much as it helped 
the nurse in this true story, or the serviceman who was converted. 
Use the order form below to send HIS to those you 
want to enjoy reading HIS each month. We will be 
glad to send a special gift card if you so indicate. 
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i. ae Fi the Campus 


F RESHMEN RECEPTIONS—Chapters 
in both the U.S. and Canada report real 
blessing and profit from opening meetings 
designed especially to reach new students. 
U. of BRITISH COLUMBIA 


about freshmen out 


reports 


200 one SC lence 
student saved as a result. This meeting 
was followed by a Thanksgiving meeting 

including a Thanksgiving dinner and 
friend in the 


service—at the home of a 


country. 


MCGILL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
WEEK-END CONFERENCE was _ held 
October 20-22 at the McGill Student 
meetings included an 


House. Special 


evangelistic luncheon. <A special Satur 
day afternoon Executive Committee meet 
ing was held with the General Secretary. 
Saturday evening meeting was for Chris 
tians. Stacey Woods gave a running sur 
vey of the Inter-Varsity movement 
around the world including Latin Amer 
ica, followed by a message from the Word 
of God. But the outstanding meeting of 
this conference from the campus point of 
This 
was a symposium entitled “Why I Believe 
in Christ.” 
ical student. chaired the meeting. Dr. C. 
P. Martin, Professor of Anatomy led off. 
emphasizing the factual aspects of Chris 


view was held Sunday afternoon. 


Keith Yonge, first year med 


tianity as related to Jesus Christ. Then 
Prof. Dodds. Assoc. Professor of Civil En 
gineering. in a personal testimony ex- 
pressed his confidence and belief in Jesus 
Christ and His resurrection, Arthur Stin 
ton, Ph.D.. candidate in chemistry, gave 
evidence to substantiate the fact that the 
Christ of history was the Christ of ex 


Mx. Kenneth 
Ve C.F. 
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by the editors 


perience to those who decide for him. The 


General Secretary summed things up. 
making somewhat of a personal applica 
tion. The meeting was then devoted to in 
formal discussion, The use of these McGill 
professors was an innovation in student 


The 


were intensely relevant to university life 


meetings, messages of these men 


and expressed in a form that has an 


enormous appeal to students. 
NORTH TEXAS AGRICULTURAL 
COLLEGE—Between 30 and 40 V-12 stu 
dents have been attending weekly meet 
ings for prayer and Bible study through 
out the summer. One such student pro- 
fessed faith in Christ at a special Bible 
conference at which Southern Methodist 
and N.T.A.C. fellows 


University were 


present. 


MISS JEAN KIRK. graduate of the U. 
of MANITOBA, is returning to that Ca- 
nadian province to assume leadership of 
the Inter-Varsity and Inter-School Chris 
tian Fellowship from the beginning of 
November on. She will replace Miss Anne 
Carroll who is now studying at the On 
tario College of Education. 


AIRMEN’S CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY 
FELLOWSHIP 


U.S. airforce of those Christians who are 


A new movement in the 


looking forward to the mission field. Betty 
Greene. formerly of the University Chris 
tian Union of the U. of Washington, will 
be heading up this movement next month. 
Many Christians in the Air Corps expect 
to find a future place of service around the 
world. and to use their training for the 
spread of the Gospel. 


continued on page 34 
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